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lushad with (e profits of oil and years of B-+% economic growith, S
government of Masaysia emibirked on an ambibous busidng programme, 3 Spectacutar Fromethean effort Tangly 5260 in e
region and il ungurpassed in s eplc scale. Incorpanaling & vigsn gl 3 nevw Malaysia, of a country daiming its place in the
ghaiial sikage this sook form in.a nasional peoject called Bhe Mulimedsa Super Corridor (MSC). The MESE, & 50 by 15km 2one
that alsn encompasses parts of Kuala Lumgur, included the new airpart by Kisho Kurokawa, 8 new electronic city calked
Cyberiaya, and Pulrajaya. te new adminisiatve capital

city instamatic

Putragnya socaad over 10,000 acres of recialmed plankation bng, starled
in 1995, Ower @ decade kaben, wilh e dishiis caned mvay and e dust
gettling somesehal, it has now aken physical fam and scale. While it
uzad bo be impossibla b imagine 3 city 10 be bt in 10 years, recent
guperience hxs hold oihereise. Rome may have taken fongwe, bul in the
perwy weonhd o jusd-in-fime, gimene-it-now, Ball that to Dubai, Bhenshen
B al The: Instant City is now quite possibie, entingdy relgalie!

AS Labuiti pasa, endivs new landscapes and corests were designed
arvew & Racibed. Rimers wene diveriod b creste an ITRESENE NeW
yier oy, 1ermain dug and filed i achieve new piciuresque iopographies
With K= Lege Akis and Nanidly decorited Dndges, Pulraaya Soul 10
creaba a city quite unlike amy other in Malaysia. With it formal axal
A sl eC-eurnpean ok bypaokodgies:, Pulragng Fas more resonance
with classic Furopean cifies, ewn Washinglon DC, than it does: wish th
soomtantous messy vitality of Kusla Lempur o mos! other Asisn (Res.
That el i been e plan.

Al the epicentrs of 2l tis grandeur and magnificence is the centreplece called the Core isiand, 8 4 by 1 km isand wiich
TioliEEs the key instruments of power and administration. Organtsed along a ‘grand’ 4.2%m boulevard avenue with unforarate
clichéd narmatives and 100m bulding sethacks, ministry buikdings and key administratie functions parade s1iffly and seit
Ty, punchisted with squares, parks and the wsual iedbook uiban gesturas. fwhich remain ey emply 2nd unussd).
A dormiraed sense of scale pervades dlong e lineyl Tormal mds. Buk | may bé méssieg thi point. Perhans within This staborie/
conirived Potemkin stage-sat city lies #5 main agends, s grand political raerative, In This archilectural act, thi rEaioNShip
betwean the State and the Indsidusl i made fiash,




Fal 0L Pumma i s CORPoR A Tedl

AT EITECT Fa s BsEuEr Sise B (E0M)

i i FLieDi ARG A arrmon 0, IOk

PUTLIDi b PR A A Crrr Hawl, Civiie DTl AND ASSCEATED FACRITICR
ST L, T A HC T T AorsarEs KaRTa BEUDH S0k DD

e e § 1| e

A

il
- LN




i'iii' '
HHE
llI

uml i

EIEEREEEELEEREE R R RN L] N T - 13
y FORE ]
------ L] . LEERLEREERE R R EEEEER TR T | '
111 | | B - ' 1
¥ ERE R I R R E N R NN N § | !
1 RN i i i iy = 23] o
L T A o] AR | =
L R - i i
¥
i
|

L

r"-l..

- = h ey =L L ¥ :‘? d: e = H JA'
I"—ﬁl"ﬂ' i !ﬂii' Mll!@{} . .--.: + _ - .-;":._-I 1. .-:-.‘.--_: —.'_ _fﬁ-l J-iﬂ

. id LESEEE -_-i e

h




il

putrajaya city hall complex

Within Pracinet 3, the s city hall builting dor the local suthonty, Perhadanan Putrsiays, s sited af the indsrmection of & 150m sguara on B
rreatn Dodlkesand and bordering on the sacondany peocessional axis which aligres iowards the dirsction of Mecca (the Qiblat walk) and connects
to the main mosque. This 70, 000m2 comphar, which houses the olfices of thi lacal authority, 850 ncludes on o0 end, cammancial cornlion
and mesting facilities as wel 25 an s00-shapsd audinonum 3 the other, The resull of a clasad competiton n 00 (ciosad in hal pancpation
i lrvibed exniby 1o Bhase wha also Rl guealites oubside of anchitectaral merif), the project i led by Zaini Zairul of Zaini Dubus Richaz (FDA], Tha
seope ol the project included co-ordinating the parcals for the convention facilities and awdtarium awanded 1o other srchibécts within an
archibectural framewor. in addition bo an ewr-increasing portiolo of hobels, museoms, nighichis and ritail brand shores, Zaini Zainul i 350 4
former winnar al the tamad inlermational Shianchia House competion run by Japan Architecl maganne



AE e centre of the twa rn bhocks fanking e processional rovle and a landscaped ganden court, a scaled-up freestanding anched gabewey
farade dominates the main boulsvard aspect of the complex. This frames thi axis connecting ta squara fa tha fioating mosque behind the
complex. It 15 nof absiract in composition and in nd way innooent of s represantational inlention. Standing alona and glightly apart fram the
Compex. 1he ceramontal arch s mada of 2 weave-like assemblage ol siainkess siepl Shanss within 4 stsl feamed Shrocturs, with the intention
b ghime ke Silk thidds within an dedral comartusl fabric of granite and concrete. Inberesting maore for s mode of consinaction than for it
infended chanped representational agend, the arch galiny in its mabsial assembly manages o somehow drain oot s poliical nuances, leing
il to stand in Bolation in its object status and shimmering materialty

Within this galeway sculpbural elemant conceals a set of glass §fts o access a reclangular steel glass box sitting 2lop the office booes and
partly obeoured Oy the veoven shEnkess sieel anch stnectunt. Spanning T0m aomss the bisecting court in a Vierendeal tnuss, thiz kewel containe
1he main mestng rooms and Dresnat iounges tvengoking tha boulesand, Aboa This i 30 0pen-air rod-1op panoremic dodk Trom which tha
puliic: iy suredy th rest of Putrajaya in all its majestic manifestations. However, dus 10 resw security measuines underiaken by the cliest, this
b s now closed b pubiic
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In the two office boses, bed Symanetncal striums face off ong another dcross the
landscaped cour on the processional cormdor. The atriums dsach the detalled wsansd
ghieed curtain wall sidn from e olfics ficors, ofering (enentas wiesws inko the cantral ouldcor
courl. From here, evergday office roulines in umn andmale the tegade with the Spectacie ol
thez ity hall in action, In this voedl space, vertical ceeulation is attached. and randomiy deinbuied
amang thi cight diferent flioors are timber-slatiad b contiining conference rooms thal
peneirale the exemnal glass skin, These projections, clad in akeminium, aniven the alriumes
with & sense of dynamism in conlrast o the very ordered formal architeciural compositions.
In tha words of the archiects, the probruding boees can Be mad moch ke 3 pesled mango's
eorpid Clbes’

Z0R's project here in the main, from the sirum devices and facade maberiality b the
holowed o gabwery anch objec], contairs & caltalog of orivcal yet subfie pakete o manipulations
and sspculions within & langer complexdty. In varkous moments in he project, clevar and
delinerale infereniions ansionm an otheraise pedesinan programme and ke wHumestg
demands inio & building of studied poise and contidence. Perhaps ultimatety the valug of
TDRs iy hall progect i a conbesd ke Pulraaya b= 1o offer up vital Bss0ns 10 the shamaless
posturing of archili:ts wha have long sumendearnd any creatin amibllion of posions, incapahio
b0 participabe in the iniepretation and construction of few realities, resicing Instead in th
sy and holiow gesturas of the unchalkngid imagiration. 4
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